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Council Tax 2021/22 
 
The overall council tax bill that we all as residents pay is divided and goes towards a range of public 
services including the district council, the county council, parish/town/city council and emergency 
services such as the police and fire service. 
 
ECDC responsibilities are for planning, building control, business rates, car parks and waste and 
environmental services to name but a few on a relatively modest budget of £11m.  We have once 
again been able to balance the budget and this has allowed the East Cambs element of council tax for 
the 2021/2022 period to be frozen - the eighth consecutive year it has done so. 
 
Covid-19 
 
The staff at ECDC not only kept services going throughout the pandemic, but we have also stepped up 
to respond to the new needs of residents and businesses as a result of COVID-19.    They’ve worked 
hard to keep our residents safe, working hand-in-hand and supporting the endeavours of our 
community hubs who are reaching the District’s most vulnerable, as well as assisting businesses 
through effective and efficient distribution of Government grants.  Since April 2020 ECDC has 
distributed £21,642,293 in COVID-19 business grants to local businesses. 
 
The waste and recycling crews have kept a full service going throughout this time. East Cambridgeshire 
District Council is celebrating the recycling and waste reduction efforts of its residents which has seen 
the district move from 38th to 27th out of 341 local authorities across the country.  Annual data, which 
reviews recycling in local authority areas, is published by the Department for Environment, Food and 
Rural Affairs (DEFRA).   East Cambridgeshire has improved its recycling rate, beating all other local 
authorities in Cambridgeshire for 2019/20.   We will continue to strive for a higher recycling rate from 
a 20% increase on the 2010/11 rate of 37.3% to the current rate of 56.5% and to a future target of 
65%.  The overall household recycling rate 2019/20 for England is 45.5%. 
 
The IT and Planning teams, ensured ECDC were one of the first Councils in the country to host online 
Planning Committee meetings of which Cllr Hunt continues to serve as the Chair and I as the Vice 
Chair. 
 
Corporate Plan 
 
Despite the pandemic the Council has forged ahead with its corporate plan and we have had some 
successes to celebrate.  The Housing Team achieved national recognition by the National Practitioner 
Support Service challenge, being awarded Gold for their approach to homelessness prevention. 
 
ECDC have had much success in delivering affordable housing through Community Land Trusts.  A CLT 
is a non-profit, community-based organisation run by volunteers to develop housing, workspaces or 
other assets that may be required to address a need in their area for local working people.  The land 
and property assets of a CLT must be used to provide a benefit to a local community and must be 
protected in the long-term by a legal asset-lock. 
 
19 new affordable homes are being delivered through the hard work of the Haddenham Community 
Land Trust.  The ECCLT, of which I am the Chair of the board of Trustees, is delivering 15 refurbished 
shared ownership homes at the ex-MOD site beside the Princess of Wales.  ECDC purchased the site 
through a loan from the CA to enable these affordable homes to be made available.  If a private 
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developer had purchased the site, unlikely they would have been delivered any affordable homes as 
no obligation to do so.  Residents will also soon be moving into the first eight £100k homes to be built 
by Combined Authority in Cambridgeshire, which are located in Fordham. 
 
The Council met its £1m financial contribution to Ely Southern Bypass and work has also started on 
the new railway station at Soham, initiated by the District Council and delivered by the Combined 
Authority. 
 
The Council has also earmarked £750,000 of Community Infrastructure Levy receipts from housing 
developments in North Ely to the expansion of St Mary’s Surgery. We are also working with our 
colleagues in the NHS to support the exciting redevelopment of the Princess of Wales Hospital in Ely. 
 
Work continues towards making the district a cleaner, greener East Cambs; our bus services review 
has been submitted to the Combined Authority following consultation with residents and the 
development of a cycling and walking routes strategy is underway.  
 
Natural Environment and Climate Change Supplementary Planning Documents have also been 
adopted, all of which contribute to our commitment and actions to reach net zero carbon emissions 
as part of our Climate Change Strategy and Action Plan.   
 
Green spaces have played such an important part in our lives during this pandemic.  Both Ely Country 
Park and Jubilee Gardens have continued to be recognised as Green Flag open spaces. That’s seven 
years running for Ely Country Park and an astounding 16 years for Jubilee Gardens. 
  
Planning Matters 
 
The 5-year land supply remains intact despite a number of legal challenges and as such applications 
outside the settlement boundary would be refused. Following three earlier instances where the 
Council fought off unsuitable development, East Cambridgeshire District Council ended 2020 by 
having a fourth planning battle in Witchford being ruled in its favour and have only recently had the 
same result yet again in Witchford. 
 
Results of Central Government’s Housing Delivery Test shows that East Cambridgeshire District 
Council has not only reached but surpassed the deemed ‘threshold’. 
 
This measurement, alongside the Council’s confirmation of a five-year land supply, provides more 
good news for the Council as it means that they are in a strong position to resist speculative 
development in the district.  
 
The Housing Delivery Test, which is an annual measurement made by Central Government, reviews 
the number of homes built in the past three years in the area of the relevant plan-making authorities, 
in this case, East Cambridgeshire District Council. 
 
The threshold set for the measurement is 75 percent. East Cambridgeshire topped this and currently 
stands at 87 percent. 
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Covid-19 Recovery 
 
The vaccination rollout has created a huge sense of optimism, however, the financial fall out from 
COVID-19 for our businesses, our residents and for the Council itself is, as yet, unknown. There is 
much work to do on the Council’s finances over the medium term. 
 
But it is right that we recognise the financial difficulties faced by many and we stick to our belief that 
raising council tax should only ever be used as a last resort.  We have a balanced budget for the next 
two years and it is therefore right that we freeze the District Council’s share of council tax for 
2021/22. 
 
 Upcoming Elections 6 May 2021 
 
The next elections are on Thursday 6 May 2021 for: 
 
County Councillor 
 
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/council/elections#upcoming-county-council-election-----may----
--0-0 
 
The Mayoral for the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Combined Authority (CPCA) 
  
https://chooseyourmayor.org/ 
 
The Police and Crime Commissioner for Cambridgeshire and Peterborough  
  
https://www.cambridgeshire-pcc.gov.uk/ 
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