
 

 

Little Thetford Parish Council 

Chairman: Cllr G James 

Locum Clerk: Mrs L White, c/o Little Thetford Village Hall, The Wyches, Little Thetford CB6 3HG 

07828 402 093   parish.clerk@littlethetford.org.uk  

 

Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on Wednesday 10th February 2021 at 7.33pm 

Attendees:  Cllr Graham James (Chairman), Cllr Alison Kilby, Cllr Charlotte Mitchell, Cllr Robert Clark, 

Cllr Caroline Chamberlain, Cllr Steve Lamb, Cllr Stubbs 

Clerk:  Libby White, Locum Clerk and minute taker 

Amy Jacklin  

21/16 Chairman’s Welcome 
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

21/17 To receive and accept apologies for absence 
None 

21/18 Councillors’ Declarations of Interest 
Cllr Stubbs remains a member of ECDC’s planning committee and will not take part in any 
items under 21/22.  

21/19 Public and Press Participation Session (10mins) 
The report written following the last meeting about flooding was due to be sent to Mr Parish 
for checking after the meeting but unfortunately it was not sent and it has since been found 
to have several mistakes.   

21/20 Approval of Minutes 
a. It was proposed by Cllr Chamberlain, seconded by Cllr Kilby and RESOLVED to approve the 

minutes of 13th January. 

It was proposed by Cllr Chamberlain, seconded by Cllr Kilby and RESOLVED to approve the 

minutes of 6th February. 

1 abstention 

b. The Locum Clerk noted that Amy has joined the Council and was sitting in on the meeting to 

understand who is who and to start to understand the matters important to the village. 

c. Clerk’s Report was included in the papers for the evening.  Asked to include the dropped kerb 
and removal of the goalposts on the reports so that they are not forgotten. 

21/21 To receive County Councillor & District Councillor Reports 

C Cllr Hunt provided an update which included the Council approved budget (increase of 
1.99% generally and social care 1%) total of 2.99%.  Working hard on the Covid support.  As C 
Cllr his villages stretch along the A1123 and working with his colleagues looking to get this 
road reclassified to a B road which will allow traffic calming measures.  Has been the C Cllr for 
Little Thetford for 16 years and has decided to not stand again this year but will remain as a D 
Cllr for the next 2 years.   

With respect to D Council matters they have ongoing flood meetings and suggests that they 
continue to listen to farmers/landowners who understand the issues.  Asked various 
departments who looks after awarded watercourses and for a definitive answer on who owns 
what.  Other items including the introduction of electric charging points, opening up the Hive 
car park, housing for East Cambs has been given ‘gold standard mark’, binmen have been 
helping vulnerable residents, 6-year housing supply, £100k homes, keeping the council tax at 
0% increase (cannot go on forever) and others. 

Cllr Stubbs added that there is a housing delivery test to shore up the housing supply and 
ECDC have managed to deliver 87% of homes.  Thanked Cllr Hunt for his time as County 
Councillor. 
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21/22 Planning Matters 
a. 20/01640/FUL – Accommodation/Housing for the homeless at Amberside, Stretham Station 

Road, Wilburton 

Cllr James and Cllr Clark had met with the case officer for this application to discuss the parish 

council’s concerns.  It was proposed by Cllr Kilby, seconded by Cllr Chamberlain and 

RESOLVED by a unanimous vote to submit the report written by Cllrs James and Clark, 

recommending parish council objection with the addition that the homelessness / shelter in 

Lynn Road in Ely (owned and leased in East Cambs) looking after potential homeless issues 

from other districts due to lack of need in Ely. 

1 abstention 

b. 19/00408/DISD – To discharge conditions 10 (surface water drainage (including all SuDS 
features)) of decision 19/00408/OUM dated 21 June 19 for residential development for 
Phased outline proposal for 10 self/custom build dwellings and access at land to west of Little 
Acorns, The Wyches, Little Thetford 

After discussion it was proposed by Cllr Clark, seconded by Cllr Kilby and RESOLVED by a 
unanimous vote that this application to make comment that who will be responsible for the 
maintenance of the drainage and who ensures it has been done.  Invite the officer to the 
meeting to discuss the self-build plot. 

1 abstention 

c. The application was noted 15/01476/DISB – to discharge condition 4 (Part (iii) Contamination) 
of decision 15/01476/OUT dated 15th April 2016 for erection of four dwellings and associated 
works at land opposite 12 Holt Fen, Little Thetford 

1 abstention 

21/23 Finance Matters 
a. The Locum Clerk presented the bank reconciliation for the month ending 31st January 2021.  

She noted that though it had been considered prudent to move money to CCLA during 2020, 
due to interest rates it is currently better to leave sums in Cambridge Building Society.  The 
External Audit report from PKF Littlejohn was considered by members.  It was noted that the 
report was a little harsh as they had noted that the 2018/19 figures had not been restated – 
but the parish had not been asked to do this  

b. The invoices due for payment had been circulated prior to the meeting.  It was proposed by 
Cllr Stubbs, seconded by Cllr Chamberlain and RESOLVED by a unanimous vote to approve 
invoices for payment.  Cllrs Stubbs and Clark to authorise the payments online. 

c. The Clerk noted the tree survey has been completed and that companies have been asked to 
provide quotations for trees marked as A (work needed in 6 months) and B (work to be 
completed within 6 to 12 months).  Unfortunately the quotations had not been received in 
time to be considered for the meeting and will be brought to the March meeting for review. 

d. The Village Hall would like to apply for some Covid-19 funding but they are still awaiting 
figures.  To be carried over to the next meeting.  

21/24 Council Administration Matters 
a. The Locum Clerk updated members on the Holt Fen Wayleave.  It was proposed by Cllr Kilby, 

seconded by Cllr Clark and RESOLVED by a unanimous vote that if the Solicitor is happy with it 
– then agree for the agreement to be completed.  If she does not agree, the Clerk to ask for 
her recommendations and bring back to the next meeting.  Locum Clerk to update members. 

b. It was noted that there may be a potential that the Council needs to put the tender out to 
tender via the Contract Finder website.  The Locum Clerk and Clerk to see whether this is the 
case even though the Council has been out to 3 providers.  It was noted that the Sovereign 
design was the preferred option from residents.   

It was proposed by Cllr Lamb, seconded by Cllr Chamberlain RESOLVED that Sovereign is the 
preferred option for the upgrade.  If it is found that it does not need to go on Contract Finder 
then Sovereign be informed and an investigation in to grants looked into.  If the tender needs 



 

 

to go on Contract Finder then the spec for Sovereign used for the tender.  Communication to 
residents that working through comments and seeking funding. 

c. It was noted that nothing has been heard from the Sports and Social Club.  The Chairman 
noted that he will speak with the Sports and Social Club chairman.  It was noted that the 
metal gates have been removed from the Car park. 

d. It was noted that with extra support required for Covid-19 support it would be prudent to 
have a formal grant policy.  The Locum Clerk will work with the Clerk on a policy to be 
presented to the council at the next meeting. 

e. This item was held over until a later meeting. 

f. A thank you was noted to Jackie Lamb as she sought funding on behalf of the council for 
furniture for the Conservation Area.  A formal letter to be written to Mrs Lamb.  A large 
amount of clearing of bracken, dead trees, etc has been carried out by Cllr Lamb and Mr 
Skipper.  Mr Skipper has offered to put bases in for the benches and tables in for free.   

It was noted that there is enough funding to purchase some benches for Holt Fen.  Ideally 
something for accessible use on the Village Green.   

The Locum Clerk noted that due to the cost involved there needed to be a minimum of 3 
quotes.  Cllr Lamb and Chamberlain to liaise with the Clerk to give specs for benches and 
tables required to be brought back to the next meeting. 

g. This item was brought before Item 21/22. 

The Chairman noted that the report was written and submitted with response that much 
work needs to be undertaken.  Cllr James apologised for not running the report via Mr Parish.  
It was noted that a drainage consultant would need to be engaged to look at the catchwater 
issues.  Cllr Stubbs noted that rather than the village act on their own, that the parish wait to 
see what happens with the work started by County Council and look at a larger district wide 
project.  Cllr Chamberlain noted that it needs to be understand who has ownership and 
responsibility for what.  Must not be forgotten but it is a bigger issue than just Little Thetford. 

After a lengthy discussion it was proposed by Cllr Mitchell, seconded by Cllr Chamberlain and 
RESOLVED by a unanimous vote to invite Josh Shuman to attend a meeting in 3 to 4 months-
time to discuss the findings of the investigations carried out to the Christmas flooding, for the 
report written to be revised and corrected which will allow the parish to prioritise the needs 
of the parish.  Cllr James offered to take a walk around the village with Mr Parish to 
understand the problems in hand and then consider what funding would be needed. 

21/25 Date of Next Meeting 
Date of Next Meeting 10th March 2021 

Meeting closed at 10.12pm. 

Signed:  ...............................................................................  

Date:  ...............................................................................  

Supplier Invoice No. Invoice Date Cost Description  Net   VAT   Total  
Wave* 8100159 09-Nov-20 Cemetery Water           5.00             -              5.00  
Three* AAP1176277684 13-Jan-21 Mobile Phone Charges           8.33         1.67          10.00  

Little Acorns   Donation for Covid Support        500.00             -          500.00  
Libby White   Laptops to be lent to School       441.99         441.99  
Libby White   iPads to be lent to School       658.00         658.00  
PKF Littlejohn SB20203793 28-Nov-20 External Audit       300.00      60.00        360.00  
Acacia Tree Surgery Limited 37435 18-Jan-21 Tree Survey   1,450.00    290.00    1,740.00  
J Skipper Gardening Services 2102 31-Jan-21 Grass Cutting - January        422.90             -          422.90  
Brookfield Groundcare 12915 01-Feb-21 Removal of Stumps and brash       405.00      81.00        486.00  
CAPALC 2375 01-Feb-21 Locum Clerk - January       420.00             -          420.00  
East Cambs Trading 60818 04-Feb-21 Play area inspection         25.00         5.00          30.00  

      4,636.22    437.67    5,073.89  

* Continues to be collected by DD 


